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osemide in the Horse. II.

After intravenous (IV) injection of furosemide, glasma le of this drug
declined rapidly (12 = 5 minutes), then somewhat less rapidly to give a ter-
minal or metabolic phase half-life of betaass and 38 minutes. After in-

tive analytical methodsgSuch as thin layer chromatograg .L.C.) screening,
detected furosemide about 12 hours afteqil . g routine injection.
Because the cardiovgBcular and diuretic effects of furosemide 1

urosemide® is a member of the high ceiling group of diuretics which j widely
used in equine medicine.5 ' It is used in the treatment of various formghfedema,
in azoturia, to reduce space-filling lesions, and, more recently, in thg#rophylaxis
of epistaxis in racing horses.'® It is also suspected in racing circlg®of being used
to “‘dilute out’™ prohibited drug ine i T 1ts approval in
recent years by some racing authorities T propriylaxis of epistaxis in horses
has resulted in its greatly increased use in horses racing in these jurisdictions.
However, this increased use of Lasix®* is, in many instances, much greater (up
to 80% of all horses) than the known incidence of epistaxis in horses (<5%).?

1 1y OF racing

Because of this widespread use of furosemide in racing horses, many ques-
tions concerning its actions and use in t racing horse have arisen. The diuretic

effectaf this drugg well characterigid in the hgaee, particularly with respect
to nd ting€ re ¢ relatj ipl. acokinetics and disposition
0 rug in th are e i . and in particular the *‘¢clear-

time for t g in theigm en reported. Recent

* Lasix®, Hoechat-Rousse! Pharmaceuticals, Somerville, NJ.




